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For The “ Friend.” 


Incidents and Reflections. 


UNBELIEPF. 


The language of our Saviour to his disciples 
—*Without me ye can do nothing,” still ap- 
plies to all our efforts to promote the spiritual 
welfare of our fellow men. The blessing of the 
Lord is the essential element to success. But 


those who labor in his vineyard, under his 


direction and guidance, may safely trust the 
result to Him, in the confidence that He will 
take care of his own cause. 
the servant continue to be fixed on the Mas- 
ter, he will often receive such instruction and 
help as will enable him to accomplish what 
otherwise would have been beyond his ability. 
An interesting illustration of this is given by 
Anna Shipton, in describing the case of an 
acquaintance who rejected the truths of re- 
ligion, and in whose spiritual condition she 
became deeply interested. She says: 

“He called answers to prayers ‘coincidences,’ 
and he looked on religion as hypocrisy (and 

etin his heart I believe he was longing to 

lieve it true, so much sadness mingled with 
the bitterness of his controversies), the joy 
and happiness which filled my soul ‘imagina- 
tion.’ Nay, he told me afterwards he looked 
om me as a ‘ clever deceiver.’ 

“The Lord by his great grace never allowed 
my faith to falter in the belief that He had 
talled him to rise up and follow Him. 

“One evening it came into my mind that 
he was in need, and there seemed ringing in 
tay ears, ‘Give him gold.’ 

_“T retired to bed much perplexed, and fear- 
ing that I had mistaken the meaning. I did 
hot pray about it, but thought I should see it 
dearer in the morning, when I would specially 
seek the Lord in the matter. The gentleman 
Was in a position far more outwardly prosper- 
ous than my own, and it seemed an unsuita- 

@ thing to offer him money. I was very sad 
atheart ; I would willingly have given all I 
- only to be sure it was the Lord required 
; 


“Islept: I saw the skeptic on a comforta- 
couch, but it was black; his face was 
pallid and full of care. A little ray of light fell 
om a small aperture, like a prison window, 
With bars and without glass. Two or three 
tomfortable pillows supported his head. I felt 
Constrained to pull one away, which brought 


As the eyes of 
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I pulled a second, and the golden sunbeam 
spread over his breast. I tore away the third, 
and he fell on the stone floor flooded with 
sunshine. 

“T was no more sad. I put up the sum 
which came to my mind as I spread before 
the Lord the gold I had, and writing the text 
He gave me, of which I have no remembrance, 
[ sought the skeptic. God was going to work 
through me ; and it mattered not, with this 
assurance, whether I was despised or ridiculed 
for the thing I was about todo. Enough for 
me that the peace of God reigned in his tem- 
ple ; and in the smile of his favor all frowns 
were as nothing. 


NO. 19. 


could, by his help, write for Him. My head, 
weak from pain and sleeplessness, was clear 
to do his will ; so I arose from my bed, and in 
the stillness of midnight our first arguments 
and the reflections that sprang from them 
were clearly brought before me, and I went 
over the former points again more minutely. 
I sent my letter; I looked for no reply ; none 
came ; and again | wrote. 

“ Often through those long silent hours the 
taunt of the enemy was heard— It is all in 
vain; and my faithless heart trembled to 
think the blessing I longed for was now lost 
to me. Oh, how often the night of unbelief 
hid Him whom I desired to follow, and I cried 


“As I could not find an opportunity of|in the sadness of my soul— Wherefore is it 


speaking to the earth-bound prisoner, I placed 
the note and parcel in his hand, and bade him 
read it when alone. 

“ Never shall I forget our next meeting, 
when he told me frankly the position of need 
in which through sickness and disappointment 
he had been unexpectedly placed. The soft- 


ened expression of his countenance was full of| power ? 


hope to my soul, and he confessed this recog- 
nition of his want, known only to God, was 
the first blow to unbelief. It was my inex- 
pressible blessing to see him lay hold of the 
like precious hope, to lift him out of his des- 
pondency to rest on the faithfulness of a cove- 
nant God. He died. The text that had been 


thus with me?’ For, like Mary at the tomb, 
I ‘knew not that it was Jesus.’ In that drear 
tempest came the still small voice— Have 
faith, and doubt not.’ And He who calmed 
Mary’s fears calmed mine. Shall a fig-tree 
wither at his word, and shall not a mountain 
of doubt be removed by the same Almighty 
Was not that precious soul more 
dear to God than to me, and could it be lost 
because I was sick ? 

“ My voice returned again ; I took it as from 
the Lord ; and though still very weak, I arose 
from my bed. The door the Lord had opened 
no man could shut, and the kindly greeting 
that met me from my opponent seemed given 


used for his deliverance from the last bond of|me from Him who knew the weak heart of his 


fear and distrust was the last upon his lips, 
coupled with my name. It was a blessed 
legacy.” 

She describes also her concern and labor 
for another person in a similar situation, as 
follows : 

“T was deeply interested in the spiritual 
state of one whose richly-gifted mind was 
given up to infidelity. On my first acquaint- 
ance with him the Lord in his great love had 
restored me to comparative health, so that I 
was enabled to speak of the truth that had 
made me free, and tell of Jesus, the wisdom 
and power of God. More than this, He con- 
strained the unwilling ear of the stranger to 
listen, though only to combat and scorn. 





feeblest servant. I remarked that he looked 
weary and ill; and on asking him why it was 
so, he replied, ‘I was not in bed until the 
morning :’ and then, after a pause, he added 
reluctantly, ‘I was translating your letters 
for the early mail. I have sent them to a 
friend who thinks as I do.’ 

“Then I looked back and ‘ saw Jesus stand- 
ing,’ and knew that it was Jesus. 

“The dreary fallacy of ‘ no God’ crumbled 
and fell; yet that day passed, and many days, 
nay months, of hopes, and doubts, and prayer, 
rolled by, and still the carrier dove brought 
no message of blessing to my waiting soul. 
Yet faith strengthened by conflict. The word 
of the living God was my beacon in every 


“Suddenly I was again laid on my bed of|storm: ‘ Have faith and doubt not.’ 


sickness, unable to speak, and conscious that 
other influences would gather round my va- 
cant place to disperse any wholesome effect 
that might have been wrought. I confess that 
I was bewildered by this sudden transition 
from service to silence; and ‘ being afraid,’ I 
‘wondered’ what it meant. 

“ Arguments which I might have set forth, 
in defence of truths that were undeniable, 
came up before me now I could no more use 
them ; and the love of God as manifested in 
Christ seemed not half told, nor half his will- 
ingness to save, nor half his power. During 
night watches and morning watches the soul 
of the skeptic was before me, the object of my 
supplications and my hope. 

“One night it came to my mind, that though 





“ But the day came at last. My heart was 
overwhelmed with sadness ; I was surrounded 
by strangers whose profession of Christianity 
was more terrible than the honest doubt of 
the infidel. My heart was vexed within me, 
and to the Lord I made my complaints : ‘Why 
go I mourning because of the oppression of 
the enemy?’ ‘Why am I with thine enemies.’ 

“ A messenger at my door aroused me from 
a night of weeping. He brought me a letter 
which had followed me for weeks on my jour- 
neyings ; one word alone caused my song in 
the night, ‘ J believe.’” 

The experience of John Churchman illus- 
trates the manner in which some have been 
led to imitate the foolish man who said in his 
heart, “There is no God.” John Churchman 


his head lower, and the light fell on his face.|I could no longer speak for my Master, I\had been tenderly visited by the Spirit of the 
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Lord when a young child, and had been 
brought into a state of filial obedience to his 
Heavenly “ather. But through unwatchful- 
ness, he lost this good condition, and for some 
years endured much conflict and distress. He 
says: “ During this time I was diligent in at- 
tending meetings, hoping at seasons that the 
Lord would condescend once more to visit 
me; for a saying of an eminently pious man 
was revived in my remembrance, ‘That if 
there remained a desire in the heart after re- 
demption, as it was kept to, the Lord would 
again assuredly visit such in his own time.’ 
I was therefore fearful of neglecting meetings, 
lest I might miss of the good intended for me ; 
yet the subtle working of the power of dark- 
ness was very great, suggesting to me that 
all things came by nature, and that there was 
no God, no heaven, no devil, no punishment 
for evil, religion a jest, and painful care about 
futurity a silly whim, propagated to deprive 
people of pleasure. But, blessed be the Lord ! 


the walls and fortifications, and exposed me 
an easy prey to the grand enemy of my soul’s 
salvation. Again I took my swing in vanity, 
amusements and dissipation. The prince of 
darkness followed me with temptation = 
temptation to evil, and with various subtle 
insinuations and dark notions, to rid me of all 
fear, restraint or tenderness of conscience. 


therefore hastened out in order to be back 
before the day should become hotter; but, 
though we left our friend’s house before ten 
o'clock, it was already too late to be out with 
safety. The Hzbekieh, as we quitted the shad 

narrow streets, and emerged into the full blaze 
of the sun, really made us feel as if riding into 
a fire. The air scorched the face as it lew, 


At length, notwithstanding all I had felt ofj}and seemed almost ready to set one alight! 


the power of God upon me, in reproof for sin, 
and invitation to holiness, yea, though I had 
had some true relish of Divine good, the holy 
witness became so stifled, that I began to con- 
clude there was no God ; that all things came 
by chance, by nature, by the fortuitous jumble 
and concourse of atoms, without any design- 
ing cause or intelligent arrangement; that it 


was idle, chimerical, and delusive to think of 


serving or fearing a being who had no exist- 
ence but in imagination. Here let it be well 
considered, what a powerful influence the ad- 
mission of one false doctrine, and the viola- 


He preserved me from this snare ; for while I|tion of Divine manifestation and conviction, 
felt his judgments for sin, I believed in his| have in paving the way for other false doc- 
being and holiness ; and I am indeed fully of|trines. Not much sooner had I received and 
the mind, that no man can be an atheist be-|cherished one of the grand falsehoods of the 
fore he acts contrary to knowledge, when, to| father of lies, the doctrine of irresistible neces- 
allay the horror and anguish of mind he feels| sity and predestination, than in the mists of 
for the commission of sin, he closes in with|darkness which spread over my mind, under 
this temptation.” the baleful influence thereof, I even dared to 
When Job Scott was growing towards man-|deny the eternal Deity, and, horrible to the 

hood, he passed through much conflict of|last degree to think of, 1 began to rejoice in 
mind, through unwillingness fully to yield up! the idea of unbounded, unrestrained licentious- 
his own will to that of the Lord, and to re-| ness and carnality, and that I was unaccount- 
frain from those gratifications which the Holy} able for my conduct.” 

Spirit clearly showed him were wrong, and 
condemned him for. Of this period of his life, . 
he says: “ One time miata exercise, after The Khamseen or hot wind of Egypt. 
reasoning and hesitating great part of a day,} April came, with its ripening fruits and 
whether [ had best give up with full purpose) yellow corn, and all the signs of summer—but 
of heart, to lead a religious life or not; at} with it came the Khamseen in good earnest. 
length I gave up, and entered once more into| In Italy and the south of France, the sirocco 
solemn covenant to serve God, and deny my-|is often the precursor of rain, and some speak 
self, according to the best of. my understand-|of it as a soft, damp wind, at least in spring- 
ing. Almost as soon as I had thus given up,|time. Here, it never brings rain, and is in- 
and come to this good conclusion, in stepped| variably drying to such a degree, that ink dries 
the grand adversary and blundered and dis-|in the pen, furniture cracks, and the skin feels 
tressed my mind exceedingly with the doc-|as if it had been baked, the hair crackles and 
trine of predestination ; powerfully insinuating} emits sparks in combing, as in frosty weather 
that acertain number were infallibly ordained |at home, and a wet cloth hung at a window 
to eternal salvation, the rest to inevitable de-|dries up almost instantaneously. Our house- 
struction ; and that not all the religious exer-|top, once so favorite a resort, was now almost 
cises of my mind could possibly make any|/useless: except in the very early morning, 
alteration in my final destination and allot-|one might as well have sat in an oven; the 
ment. I might set my heart at rest, and live} white plaster reflected the heat so intensely 
just such a life as would most gratify my|that we always intended to try the experi- 
natural inclination. For a short time these|ment of baking bread on it without any fire; 
absurd, and may I not say, blasphemous ideas,| but the lassitude occasioned by the hot wind 
so crowded into my mind, that I was even|/is rather against scientific attempts! One can 
ready to conclude a God of all goodness had] hardly, indeed, do anything that is not in the 
doomed the far greater part of mankind to| way of duty. 

never-ending misery, without any provoca-| The usual course of Khamseen was some- 
tion on their part. I now view the doctrine| what as follows (the description being taken 
of unconditional election to eternal life, and|from notes made at the time:) “The sunset 
reprobation to eternal destruction, with ob-;had an ominous appearance last night, which 
horrence. I almost marvel, that even under|made the experienced all declare we should 
a cloud of darkness, my rational faculties|}have the Khamseen to-day, and so we have 
could ever be so imposed upon, as to assent/truly! ‘Hot, hot! all hot!’ as the pie-men say. 
to so monstrous a sentiment. The sun shone, but with less than its usual 

“T did not, indeed, so drink down this|brilliancy, and when one leaned out of the 

stupefying potion of false doctrine, as to re-| window to catch the air, the slight breeze ap- 
linquish my purpose of amendment all at] peared as if it had passed through Nebuchad- 
once ; I held out a few weeks, when, mournful|nezzar’s furnace before reaching our street. 
to relate, the influence of young company,|The flies, however, enjoyed this morning ex- 
and my vehement desires for creaturely in-|ceedingly, to judge by their increased activity, 





dulgence, through the tolerating influence ofjand brought vividly to mind the plague of 


the aforesaid insinuations, broke through all] flies, enabling one to realize it most fully. We 
my most solemn engagements, threw down|had an errand of necessity in the town, and 


the trees looked drooping, and the flowers 
withered, and the ‘ vehement east wind’ made 
the sun beat on our heads, like Jonah: we 
could understand his sensations better than 
ever before, after this ride. 

“ About two o’clock in Khamseen weather 
seemed to me the climax: whether it real} 
became hotter from the length of time the sun 
had been up, or that one was more exhausted, 
I cannot tell, but certainly a strange, weary 
feeling crept over the frame, exertion seemed 
impossible, one could only lie on a divan, in 
the lightest possible dishabille, and pretend 
to read,—as to real study, it was out of the 
question, and the flies made it difficult to draw 
or write, unless the room was so dark that 
colors could hardly be distinguished. Our 
house, with its Turkish lattices, was very im. 
perfectly defended from the sun, and the mats 
hung at each window scarcely did more than 
diminish the glare, not being thick enough to 
exclude it. Even dear lovers of the glorious 
sun cannot help desiring the hour of its set- 
ting while these hot winds are reigning. On 
such days one knows the meaning of manya 
passage of Scripture which had been but im. 
perfectly taken in hitherto. ‘As the hireling 
earnestly desireth the shadow,’ says Job— 
and truly he may desire it, if working out of 
doors, exposed to the sultry blast. What 
must be the eager look of the poor w 
hireling to the streaks of shadow which tell 
him that the hour of rest and coolness is 
near ! 

“Next morning the wind increased toa 
gale, and every door and window had to be 
closed, to keep out the fine dust, which, never. 
theless, found its way through the chinks, 80 
numerous in a native-built house. Out of 
doors, it whirled about in clouds like smoke, 
and the horizon was completely obseured; 
the brown gauze veil seemed to be doubled 
now, and it was as dark for two or three hours 
as in a foggy winter’s day at home. The 
Syrian family felt as languid and depressed 
as we did, and wandered listlessly about when 
school was over. The very cat refused to eat, 
and lay flat on the ground, with all her four 
paws stretched out, as if dead! The street 
was deserted; no sound was to be heard but 
the sherbet-man tinkling his brass cups, and 
the fruitseller’s wife scolding her husband 
(even a Khamseen failed to quiet that active 
tongue). By sunset, however, the gale sud- 
denly abated, and the next day the influence 
of the Khamseen began to wane ; before the 
third day had closed it had taken its depar- 
ture, and a change set in. : 

“ All was now delightful. A fresh, soft air 
blew ; the sun, though hot, no longer scorched; 
the plants revived ; every one felt alive agail. 
But the fatigue took a day or two to get over, 
and, at this season, by the time one had got 
over the effects of one three-days’ Khamsett, 
another commenced, the intervals seldom last- 
ing more than two, or, at most, three days 
—M. L. Whately. 

~eaglneninn 
The cup of sorrow is in constant circulation 
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as For “‘ The Friend.” 
Ministry. 

There is much instruction in the experience 
of John Churchman, whilst under preparation 
for service as a minister of the Gospel ; and in 
the dealings of the Lord with him after bis 
mouth had been opened to preach to others. 
Being generally preserved in a humble and 
teachable state, he grew in wisdom, and be- 
came eminently useful in the Church. Some 
extracts from his journal are subjoined, which 
may be helpful and strengthening to others. 

“T attended the quarterly meeting of min- 
jsters and elders at Concord, and as I sat 
therein, the unwearied adversary renewed a 
former charge against me, by suggesting to 
my mind, that 1 might know I had been 
wrong and under a delusion, in entertaining 
a belief I should be called to the work of the 
ministry; for that all who had ever been 
rightly engaged therein, it was greatly in the 
cross to the will of the creature, which was 
not my case, for I was willing. This I felt to 
be true, and was exceedingly distressed, not 
considering that I was made willing by the 
weight of the exercise, which had been several 
years at times very heavy upon me, until it 
seemed as a fire in my bones, and as though 
Iwas dumb with silence. I held my peace 
even from good, and my sorrow was stirred, 
my heart was hot within me, while I was 
musing the fire burned. While under this 
conflict, a Friend stood up with these words, 
‘Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
whom shall we send, and who will go for us? 
Then said I, here am I, send me.’ Showing, 
that ‘to them whose will was rightly subjected 
tothe Lord, it became their meat and drink, 
to do the will of Him who had subjected them 
by his divine power, and influenced their 
hearts with bis love to mankind; by which 
I was relieved, and my spirit humbled and 
made thankful. Next morning being the first- 
day of the week, I went to Kennet Meeting, 
and toward the close thereof, something ap- 
peared to my mind to offer, but I was fearful 
that the motion for speaking was not enough 
powerful, and had like to have forborne, but 
remembering what I had suffered by neglect- 
ing a weak motion in a family visit, as already 
related, I stood up, and spoke a few sentences 
in great fear and brokenness of spirit, and had 
solid satisfaction. I attended the Quarterly 
Meeting of business at Concord on Second- 
day ; on my return from whence, I let in the 
old reasoner, who suggested to me, that if I 
was called to the public ministry, I had not 
waited for a sufficient commission to speak ; 
for some had been raised up with great power, 
and an authority they could not withstand, 
but that I might have been still and quiet, the 
motion was so gentle and low, and that I must 
hot think to speak in public testimony in 
great meetings with so small a motion, and 
in so doing, I had committed a sin that would 
not be readily forgiven, perhaps a sin against 
the Holy Ghost. My exercise was great, but 
a8 I endeavored to be quiet in my mind, seek- 
ing to know the truth of my present condi- 
tion, I was secretly drawn to attend to some- 
thing that spoke inwardly after this manner, 
‘If thou wast to take a lad, an entire stranger 
to thy language and business, however likely 
he appeared for service, thou must speak loud 
and distinctly to him, and perhaps with an 
accent or tone, that might show thee to be in 
tarnest, to engage his attention, and point out 
the business ; but thou wouldst expect it 
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should be otherwise with a child brought up 
in thine house, who knew thy language, and 
with whom thou hadst been familiar. Thou 
would expect him to wait by thee, and watch 
thy motions, so as to be instructed by thine 
eye looking upon him, or pointing thy finger, 
and wouldst rebuke or correct such an one, 
if he did not obey thy will on such a small 
intelligent information.’ I was instantly re- 
lieved thereby, believing it to be from the 
Spirit of Truth, that is to lead and guide into 
all truth.” 

On another occasion, he says: “I was silent 
for several weeks, in which time I let in a fear 
that I was forsaken by my dear Lord and 
Master, whom I loved above all things, for I 
had no openings in heavenly things, as I 
thought, but was left poor and needy, yet I 
loved Friends, and remembering a saying of 
a minister formerly, ‘We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren ; I hoped that I was not quite 
forgotten. Some remarkable sentences had 
fixed in my mind sometime before, which I 
now began to understand more sensibly ; 


‘ministry should be of necessity, and not of 


choice, and there is no living by silence, or by 
preaching merely ;’ for something in me was 
ready to wish to be employed, that I might 
have bread, for when I found a motion to 
speak, I had the owning love of the heavenly 
Father; which is and ever will be bread to his 
children.” 

“Our strength, preservation, health and 
peace stand in our entire subjection to the 
will of the Lord, whether in silence or speak- 
ing, suffering or reigning, still dwelling with 
the seed, Christ, in our own hearts; humbly 
waiting for, and feeling after his power, who 
is the resurrection and the life, and when He 
is pleased to appear, his children partake in 
measure of his glory.” 
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meekness, gentleness and wisdom which it 
inspires. I soon sat down again, and in a 
moment felt myself left in great darkness.” 
“In the afternoon I sat silent, and was very 
much dejected, and my good friend Evan 
Evans, an experienced minister and father in 
the church, bid me be steady and inward, 
looking to the Lord who knew how to deal 
with his children and gently correct, as well 
when they went too fast, as too slow. This 
fatherly tender hint fully opened my eyes ; 
for before I was in some doubt wherein I had 
missed; I now believed he saw I was too 
zealous and forward, and believed also that 
he had the judgment of truth ; this was enough 
for me; I abhorred myself, and was in great 
fear that I should not be forgiven.” “ This dis- 
pensation though sorrowful to wade through, 
was very humbling and profitable for me, who 
— but a little before was ready to think 

knew something about preaching, but now 
knew nothing, that I might more fully under- 
stand that he who thinketh ‘he knoweth any 
thing, knoweth nothing as he ought to know ;’ 
and that all pure knowledge is sealed up in 
Him who is the fountain of wisdom and know- 
ledge, to be opened only by himself to his de- 
pendent children, by the revelation of his own 
spirit, when and to whom he pleases.” 


Fiction Reading. 

Those who have most closely studied the 
influence exerted over the mind by reading 
works of fiction, are well aware that it not 
only indisposes it for the proper and useful 
application of its powers to the investigation 
of subjects requiring regular and connected 
thinking, but that .it actually impairs its 
ability. Instances are not wanting where the 
habit has grown by indulgence into a passion 
so absorbing, as to disturb the healthy action 
of the mental economy, and induce a state of 


“ About this time [1734], as I sat in one of|insanity, sometimes of severe and protracted 


our own meetings, I felt a flow of affection to 
the people, for many not of our Society came 
there, perhaps out of curiosity, several young 
ministers having come forth in public testi- 
mony ; in which extraordinary flow of affec- 
tion, I had a very bright opening as I thought, 
and expected to stand up with it very soon, 
but being willing to weigh it carefully was not 
very forward, viewing its decreasing bright- 
ness, until something said as it were within 
me, ‘is the woe in it, is necessity laid upon 
thee, and therefore woe if thou preach not the 
gospel.’ This put me to a stand, and made 
me feel after the living presence of Him, in 


whose name and power I desired to speak, if 


I appeared in testimony ; and not feeling the 
pure life and power of Truth, so as to stand 
up, the brightness of the vision faded, and left 
me quiet, humble, and thankful for this pre- 
servation.” 

In 1736, being from home on a religious 
visit, he was at North Wales, where, he says, 
“I stood up with a large and good opening 
as I thought, but found hard work, and soon 
sat down again without much relief, which 
being unusual, I ventured to stand up again, 
and with a zeal that exceeded my childish 
knowledge, laid on some strokes with the 
strength of the man’s part, more than with 
the humbling power of truth. If we deliver 
hard things to the people, we should ever re- 
member, that we are flesh and blood, and by 
nature subject to the same frailties ; this would 
lead us closely to attend to the power, and to 
minister only in the ability of truth, in the 


character. Ina moral and religious view, the 
= of novel reading is highly pernicious. 

ime is not only wasted, but principles of most 
pernicious tendency are gradually implanted, 
while a deep distaste for the plain and sober 
realities of the gospel, of its high responsibili- 
ties and practical duties, is engendered. The 
iecnahdlie of sin are fortified—the alienation 
from God and the rebellion against his law, 
which is the natural condition of every unre- 
generate heart, are fostered and strengthened 
by it, and it may be said without breach of 
truth or charity that no habitual novel reader 
is a child of God. 

I have been led to these thoughts by the 
perusal of a statement made by a novel reader, 
and as the lesson conveyed by it may serve as 
a useful warning,;I give a short abstract of it. 
I believe, says the writer, I was about fifteen 
—the exact time has passed from my memory, 
but never can the circumstance of the day be 
forgotten. It was a bright, pleasant morning, 
and I went to the house of prayer with my 
friends, but without any unusual interest in 
the subject of religion. But something awak- 
ened my attention, and prepared me to be in- 
terested. I began to feel as I had rarely felt 
before, and the truths of the gospel seemed to 
have a bearing on myself that I had not till 
then realized. The Spirit of God spoke in my 
soul, of wasted hours and talents, and of the 
tremendous realities of a coming eternity. It 
was not the earthquake or the fire, but the 
still small voice. 1 was neither terror-stricken 
nor overwhelmed, but it seemed as if a voice 
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from heaven spoke in my soul, setting my sins|great as that between sin and holiness.—T. 


before me, and inviting me to forsake them,|C. Upham. 


repent, turn to Jesus, and live. For a time 
my rebellious passions were stilled—the way 
of holiness seemed a blessed way, and I almost 
said, I will arise and go to my Father. 

I thought now is the accepted time, and I 
almost resolved that I would delay no longer, 
but earnestly seek reconciliation to God 
through a crucified Saviour. Almost—alas, 
it was only almost. I had been fascinated on 
the previous day with reading a novel, and 
had laid it down with a strong desire to know 
the close of the story. In the midst of my 
serious reflections and feelings, that story rose 
in vivid colors before me. The mental ques- 
tion was at once raised, Shall I finish it? and 
with that the conflict came. I felt that if I 
gratified my inclination, my religious impres- 
sions would be obliterated, and great was the 
struggle in my soul: but alas! the novel con- 
quered—the voice of the Spirit was silenced. 
Blessed be my heavenly Father, it was not 
silenced forever. After five years, and, 1 might 
almost say, years of conflict and darkness— 
darkness that might be felt, which at times 
shut out every earthly enjoyment, and made 
me exclaim in the bitterness of my soul, Would 
I had never been born—the strivings of the 
Holy Spirit were victorious, and I found, as I 
humbly hope, peace through the blood of the 
cross. But ah! those lost years! what would 
I not give—what sacrifices would I not make, 
could I now redeem them! But they are gone 
—with their opportunities of getting good, 
and of doing good—lost to me forever! How 
much more might I now be conformed to the 
image of my Lord, had those years been passed 
under his training, employed in his service. 


I can never look back without a pang on that 
day, and that book, and upon that rejection 


of the offers of redeeming mercy. And have 
not many others sold the precious privileges 
of their christian birthright for the paltry, 
sinful pleasures of novel reading, and if, at 
length through mercy, they have been brought 
into Christ’s church, have they not entered it 
shorn of some of their best years, and of their 
noblest energies, by this seductive and delu- 
sive influence. Reader! pause and ponder. 


He who keeps his ear open to calumny and 
backbiting, may reasonably expect to have it 
filled. The best way, both for our own sakes 
and that of others, is to keep it shut; to hear 
but little, and to pray the more. The devil 
is very skilful in availing himself of particular 
or especial occasions. He has the sagacity to 
perceive that it is of no use to throw arrows 
at the man whose armor is completely on. 
He therefore keeps himself at a distance, hides 
himself as it were, says nothing, does nothing. 
He is waiting to see the shield displaced, or 
the helmet taken off. And he will be found 
returning suddenly and powerfully, and too 
often effectually, when the favorable oppor- 
tunity presents itself. 

It is important to remember that the exist- 
ence of holiness in the heart does not neces- 
sarily alter the manner of action, although it 
does the principle of action. The farmer and 
the mechanic plow their fields and smite their 
anvils as they did before ; and if they are esti- 
mated by the outward action and the outward 
appearance merely, they are the same men in 
many respects as they ever were. But the 
difference internally, as it reveals itself to the 
eye of God, who. searcheth the heart, is as 


Selected. 


FATHER IS COMING. 
BY MARY HOWITT. 


The clock is on the stroke of six, 
The father’s work is done: 
Sweep up the hearth and mend the fire, 
And put the kettle on ! 
The wild night wind is blowing cold, 
’Tis dreary crossing o’er the wold. 


He’s crossing o’er the wold apace, 
He’s stronger than the storm ; 

He does not feel the cold, not he, 
His heart, it is so warm, 

For father’s heart is stout and true, 

As ever human bosom knew ! 


He makes all toil, all hardship, light :— 
Would al) men were the same, 

So ready to be pleased, so kind, 
So very slow to blame! 

Folks need not be unkind, austere, 

For love hath readier will than fear ! 


—Nay, do not shut the shutters, child, 
For far along the lane 
The little window looks, and he 
Can see it shining plain ; 
I’ve heard him say he loves to mark 
The cheerful firelight through the dark. 


And we'll do all that father likes ; 
His wishes are so few— 

Would they were more! That every hour 
Some wish of his I knew! 

I’m sure it makes a happy day 

When I can please him any way. 


—I know he’s coming by this sign— 
That baby’s almost wild ; 

See how he laughs, and crows, and stares— 
Heaven bless the merry child; 

He’s father’s self in face and limb, 

And father’s heart is strong in him. 


Hark! hark! I hear his footsteps now— 
He’s through the garden gate. 
Run, little Bess, and ope the door, 
And do not let him wait ! 
Shout, baby, shout! and clap thy hands, 
For father on the threshold stands ! 


Selected. 


INQUIRY AND ANSWER. 
I. 


Why am [I so discontented, 
Wearied with so many cares ? 
Why should life oft seem a burden, 

And my pathway full of snares ? 
Why my lot so very lowly, 

And my hands so closely tied ? 
That which seems to me so noble 

Must I always be denied ? 


Must I be contented ever 
With this ceaseless, tiresome care ? 
And each day’s routine of labor 
Must I always patient bear? 
Is it true my Heavenly Father 
In his wisdom placed me here ; 
Learner in this school of trial, 
Christ my Lord to love and fear? 


Il. 


Child ! ’tis thy Father that speaks, 
From the glorious mansions above, 

“O faint not when thou art rebuked, 
Or chastened ; ’tis only in love,” 

Thy Father can make no mistakes, 
But knows what is fitted for thee, 

And that which to thee seems so dark, 
Thy Father in heaven can see. 


Thy Saviour has bid thee come, 
When wearied with labor and care, 
And although thou art “heavy laden,” 
Has promised thy burden to bear; 
Then patiently, faithfully wait, 

Till thy Saviour shall make it plain ; 
Trusting with patient submission, 

And thou shalt the victory gain. 


THE RAINBOW. 


When the sun with cheerful beams, 
Smiles upon a lowering sky, 

Soon its aspect softened seems, 
And a rainbow meets the eye. 


Thus the Lord’s supporting power, 
Brightest to his saints appears, 

When afiliction’s threatening hour 
Fills their sky with clouds and fears ; 

He can wonders then perform, 

Paint a rainbow on the storm. 


All their graces doubly shine, 
When their troubles press them sore; 
Then the promises divine, 
Give them joys unknown before ; 
As the colors of the bow 
To the cloud their brightness owe. 


Favored John a rainbow saw, 
Circling round a throne above ; 
Hence we now a pledge may draw, 
Of unchanging covenant love: 
Clouds awhile may intervene, 
But the bow will still be seen. 


Theatre-Going Christians. 


A Christian lady, now far advanced in 
years, recently related the following cireume 
stances of her early life, that illustrate the 
incompatibility of the theatre and vital re 
ligion : About fifty years ago she was a regu. 
lar attendant at St. Paul’s Protestant Episeo. 
pal Church, New York City, at which time 
her ruling passion was theatre-going. There 
was no reading so fascinating, no amusement 
so enrapturing, as that which pertained to the 
theatre of that period. The Bible, with all its 
precious promises, seemed to her tame and it 
sipid ; the service of God uninteresting, when 
contrasted with what had become her supreme 
choice. 

But, through infinite mercy, she was awak- 
ened and powerfully converted while in the 
midst of these earthly pleasures. Her desire 
for the theatre was removed. Her disrelish 
for this and kindred amusements was so great, 
that she could not refrain from speaking to 
her friends upon the subject, thereby incur 
ring no small measure of odium. Her sur 
roundings for ten years after conversion were 
chiefly adverse to this new experience, show- 
ing that her new tastes did not arise from 
changed circumstances, but from the divine 
implantation of Christ’s Spirit. 

She testifies that the Holy Spirit reversed 
her whole nature touching these things ; that 
this change formed a part of her deepest con- 
sciousness ; that to continue her former course 
of life would have plunged her soul in doubt, 
and thereby would have arrested growth im 
grace; that all this has become a well settled 
conviction, which through subsequent years 
no criticism of friends could change. 

What can be said by the apologist for the 
theatre in the presence of such witnesses? It 
cannot be affirmed that these views are the 
result of a morbid moral constitution ; for bes 
are held by thousands of practical, geni 
well-balanced men and women. The most 
thoroughly-instructed Christians—those upon 
whom the great cause of Christ must rely for 
substantial aid—fully indorse these views 
That noble woman, who has exemplified re 
ligion in private and public for more than half 
a century, without vapid sentimentality oF 
offensive egotism, holding to her convictions 
as to the theatre with uniform tenacity, is 
fitting representative of a vast multitude 
believers. We doubt not that the blessed 
Holy Spirit has wrought these convictions @ 
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their renewed hearts ; that the opposite views 


are secretly retarding the Christian life of 


very many ; that conformity to the world in 
his respect grieves the Holy Spirit ; and that 
ay apology for the theatre, or occasional at- 
fndance upon it, puts in jeopardy the salva- 
tion of the soul. The columns of this religious 
journal are, and must ever be, against this 
wil. It is the snare of the enemy of souls 
that we would expose—one of the chief ob- 
structions to the religious life in our day, es- 
ially in the great cities. We entreat all 
(hristians, not only for themselves, but also 
fr the sake of their influence, to keep their 
ents unsoiled. And not only so; we beg 

al who truly love the Lord Jesus to boldly 
ar their testimony against that which will 
inevitably corrupt the very foundations of 
mature godly character.—Christian Advocate. 


—_—__+e—-—-- 


For “‘ The Friend.” 


George Churchman. 
(Account of John Hunt.—Concluded from page 141.) 

“On the 2nd day of the 2nd month, 1778, 
ing at Hopewell Monthly Meeting, (near 
which he had removed his quarters and resid- 
edsome weeks, ) he was led to remind Friends 
of the exercise that had attended him at their 
meeting the preceding day, and a renewed 
conern now attending him, he was engaged 
torecount the judgments of the Lord in this 
land, and declared that within a week or two 
he had heard as with his inward ear, a voice 
from the North, a voice from the South, a 
voice from the East, a voice from the West, 
proclaiming mourning, lamentation and woe, 
and that unless the people repented and sought 
the Lord, not only the sword [would destroy, ] 
butsickness that the skill of the greatest and 
nost knowing physicians could not reach nor 
cure, and not only these judgments, but that 
many would pine for want of bread, parents 
mourn the loss of their children, slain by the 
sword and taken off by sickness, the young 
children bemoan the loss of their parents, and 
ry to their brothers and sisters for bread, 
ind it would not be in their power to relieve 
them ; that these judgments might be averted 
by humiliation and repentance. He noticed 
the revelling, balls and dancing, &c., now pre- 
valent, and how opposite these vain sports 
were to that humiliation which ought to be 
manifest. (There had been these vain pas- 
times at Winchester a few days before). 

He mentioned he apprehended he should 
not have the like opportunity among them, 
but that he should leave to Divine Providence, 
and concluded in expressions of comfort to 
the truly religious. This meeting was very 
large and solid. The next day he attended a 
committee of Friends appointed to take under 
their notice Friends brought under suffering 
for their faithfulness to their religious princi- 

es in this time of great commotion and trial. 

® attended two or three meetings at Hope- 
Well after this, but did not appear in public 
testimony. About the middle of the 2nd mo., 
(Mth), he was taken poorly, and about the 
ame time divers others of his exiled brethren 
Were also seized with fevers. Some days after 

Was seized with a sudden numbness in his 
left foot and leg, and the blood settled there- 
, but apprehending it was the rheumatism, 
Was unwilling for any other application than 

anel wrapped about them; it proved very 
painful and he endured much therewith. On 
the 25th of 2nd month, one of his companions 
Mexile who resided at Winchester visited 


THE FRIEND. 


him, who found him in a quiet frame of mind 
and more free from pain than he had been, 
expressed his joy at seeing the Friend, and 
said he had passed through much pain, that 
could not be described, and been much strip- 
ped and poor in spirit, though he had been 
much favored since he had been made a pri- 
soner, not only in the Mason’s Lodge but on 
the way, and said to the Friend, “and thou 
knows how it had been with me at Winches- 
ter.” Another Friend with whom he had 
long been acquainted also in exile, coming into 
the chamber, silence ensued, in which times 
our hearts were contrited, and our friend J. 
H. had to express that he was broken in spi- 
rit and thankful in being renewedly made sen- 
sible that the Lord had not forsaken him; 
that it had been a time for some weeks of 
deep inward stripping, trial and baptisms ; 
that he was glad of our company; that he 
had a prospect an exceeding trying time 
would attend Friends as a people, more deeply 
exercising than they had ever experienced ; 
that our deepest sufferings would be from 
some of the same family ; that many would 
submit and make submission to this and the 
other, but that the poor and some weak ones 
would be strengthened, and desired these two 
Friends to notice it; that under his present 
exercise he had made a narrow search, and 
desired the Lord to manifest if in any partic- 
ular he had done wrong or was deficient; that 
nothing in particular was manifested, but that 
there was need of becoming still more pure 
and holy, and inwardly refined throughout. 
On the 3rd of 3rd month the same Friends 
visited him and found him in a critical situa- 
tion, yet very calm and resigned. Next morn- 
ing they went again, to whom he expressed 
that in the past night and for two days, he 
had thought much of some expressions of 
John Woolman, ina time of deep exercise and 
affliction respecting true prayer, ‘That it 
was not to be come at truly in the commo- 
tions of the mind but in pure stillness ; that 
at times he had been troubled much with 
strange imaginations and unsettlement, but 
that he had labored for a state of resignation, 
and he thought he could at times say, “ Not 
my will, O Lord, but thine be done.”’ On 
the 8th of 3rd month he was visited by two 
women Friends, appeared pleased to see them, 
and inquired of them whether they had been 
at meeting, (it being on First day). One of 
the Friends answered, yes; then whether it 
was a large meeting ; he was answered, yes, 
it was a large meeting ; then whether it was 
a good meeting ; one, gravely and solidly an- 
swered, yes, it was a good meeting; he said, 
it would reach, and proceeded no further; 
they apprehended he meant to his comfort. 
He afterwards expressed to them, and what 
shall I say concerning my adversaries, mean- 
ing those who banished him. After a prayer 
he said, ‘1 desire they may be forgiven, if 
there be forgiveness for them.’ 

“3rd mo. 14th, being again visited by one 
of his exiled friends, before hinted at, he found 
him as he had always done, in a patient, re- 
signed frame, not so much afflicted with bodily 
pain as he had been, yet reduced to great 
weakness, and his leg no ways likely ever to 
recover. This Friend sat by him most of the 
evening and all night, in the course of which 


he mentioned that at times he thought of 


Friends in Philadelphia, thatifthey kept their 
places, and acted agreeably to the holy prin- 
ciple they professed, it must be a trying time 
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to them. The Friend mentioned that he once 
thought that we should all have been favored 
to return to our families and friends, he re- 
plied, he had hoped so, and thought his hope 
was well founded, but that it was not right to 
give way to delusive thoughts in religion. He 
lay very quiet most of the night, at times sat 
up in his bed a few minutes, and after lying 
down fell into an easy sleep for a quarter or 
half an hour together. Dr. Adam Stevens 
being sent for to assist with advice in his case, 
he being a skilful surgeon, came about 2 
o’clock on First-day, the 15th of the 3rd mo., 
and joined the other two who had attended 
him, in viewing his leg and considering his 
case. The foot and leg appearing dead, he 
alvised an amputation ; this being mentioned 
to J. H., and the risk closely pointed out, he 
notwithstanding was free to it, even if he ex- 
pired under the operation, and though this 
was a close exercise, he appeared steadily re- 
signed and given up. The operation was per- 
formed on the 22d of 3rd month, and he bore 
it to great admiration, being supported with 
Christian fortitude and patience. After being 
settled in bed he appeared calm and easy. Dr. 
Stevens said to him, ‘ You have borne it like a 
hero; he replied, ‘I hope I behaved as a 
Christian.’ For several days some hopes at- 
tended that he might be raised again, but 
about the 29th he appeared to alter and grow 
more weak, and about 10 o’clock, on the even- 
ing of Third-day, the 3lst of 3rd month, he 
departed this life, at the house of our Friend 
Elizabeth Joliffe| at Hopewell, Frederick Co., 
Virginia. On the 2nd of 4th month, being the 
day of the Monthly Meeting, and just two 
months since his remarkable testimony there, 
his corpse was taken to Friends’ burial ground 
at Hopewell, being accompanied thither by a 
considerable number of Friends and others, 
and there decently interred. The meeting 
which followed was solemn, many being af- 
fected with his removal ; his religious labors 
having had place in the minds of many, and 
some others deeply affected under the reflec- 
tion of his lying so long ill and dying so re- 
mote from his family. Thus departed a great, 
wise and experienced elder and minister, who 
having fought the good fight, kept the faith, 
and no doubt reaps the reward of his Chris- 
tian labors and faithfulness to his God.” 


For “‘ The Friend.”” 
Alexander Cruden. 


We are all familiar with the “Concordance” 
of Cruden, but many know but little else about 
him. It is a curious fact, and one that proves 
the earnest perseverance of the writer, that 
his concordance written 140 years ago, is still 
the standard work for reference to the Bible. 
A short sketch of his life, taken from an Eng- 
lish publication, may prove interesting. 

“ He was born in the Fifth month, 1701, in 
Aberdeen. He early chose the ministry as 
his vocation, and entered himself as a student 
of Mareschal College, where he acquired great 
proficiency in the classical languages and 
literature, and the degree of ‘M. A.’ having 
been conferred upon him, he was about to be 
ordained when the malady, (mental derange- 
ment,) from which he suffered so severely 
later in life, first showed itself and changed 
his future prospects. The aberration of mind, 
which at first was slight, so increased in vio- 
lence that he had to be placed in confinement 
several times. But during the intervals be- 
tween these attacks his literary powers gained 
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him the esteem of many eminent persons, and 
he was frequently employed as a publisher's 
reader, and, becoming afterwards a bookseller, 
was appointed in that capacity to Queen Caro- 
line. About the year 1732 he began his great 
work of the Concordance, and in 1738 the first 
edition was published. As Cruden undertook 
the work on his own responsibility, its publi- 
cation exhausted his limited means; he was 
obliged to dispose of his business, and the dis- 
appointment so depressed him that his malady 
returned, and he was sent to Bethnal Green 
Asylum; from whence he escaped after nine 
weeks’ confinement. He was again employed 
as press corrector, and for fifteen years be 
was thus usefully engaged, when a third time 
he was placed for a short time in confinement. 

In 1754 he prepared a second edition of his 
Concordance ; and the quiet labor and thought 
necessary for this, restored his mind to that 
calmness to which he had long been a stranger, 
and from the year 1758 to the close of his 
days, he was preserved from those distressing 
attacks which characterized his earlier life. 
This second edition was published in 1761, 
and a third in 1769. These two editions re- 
imbursed him in some measure for the losses 
he had sustained by his previous ventures. 
Cruden was paid £800 for them, and this sum, 
with the product of other labors, enabled him 
to live comfortably during the rest of his life. 

He was a man full of tender sympathies, 
most generous and liberal, as was proved by 
the many acts of kindness and charity which 
he performed. Doctor Chalmers speaks of 
him as “one whose character, notwithstand- 
ing his mental infirmities, we cannot but 
venerate, whom neither infirmity nor neglect 
could debase, who sought consolation where 
only it could be found, whose sorrows served 
to instruct him in the distresses of others, and 
who employed his prosperity to relieve those 
who in every sense were ready to perish.” 
It has been given to few men to accomplish 
80 great, so laborious, and so enduring a work 
in the face of so many difficulties and dis- 
couragements. Had Cruden lived in our day 
he would have found a liberal and sympathiz- 
ing public and willing publishers. He would 
have suffered less and would have reaped sub- 
stantial rewards from his labors. But there 
would have been wanting his great example 
of patient endurance and industry, coupled 
with such a life-long training and culture as 
fitted him for the work he had to do. 


Selected for ‘‘ The Friend.” 
Humility. 

Humility is one of the loveliest traits in 
the Christian character. It is that grace 
which not only leads to “esteem others better 
than ourselves, in honor preferring one an 
other ;’ but however any may have been 
favored in fulfilling the service of their divine 


Master, it raises in the mind, under a sense of 


self-abasement, the acknowledgment, “ We 
are unprofitable servants—we have done no 
more than it was our duty to do.” Perhaps 
there is no other soil in which the true god- 
liness more eminently flourishes or is so fully 
developed. Without it there can be little or 
no growth in holiness. Self—the great I, is 
one of the enemies most difficult to subdue; 
perhaps the last that is fully conquered. It 
is no wonder, then, that the arch-enemy of 
man works so successfully, and under such 
plausible guises, upon the idea of self, and 
makes it the means of introducing and nourish- 


ing pride, even under the specious pretext of 
religion. Of all descriptions of this hateful 
vice, spiritual pride is perhaps the most offen- 
sive, and one against which a most vigilant 
and constant watch should be maintained.— 
Thomas Evans. 


For ‘‘ The Friend.”’ 
Natural History, Science, &. 


Cerianthus.—This genus of Sea-Anemone 
uses its “thread-cells,” which in all its widely 
varying allies are apparently only employed 
as offensive stinging organs, to construct a 
dwelling. The cells are shed out in enormous 
abundance, and with their protruded filaments 
matted together, form a tough leathery tube 
with a smooth and glistening inner surface, 
which is buried upright in the mud. 

Within this tube the anemone lives, expand- 
ing its tentacles at the mouth of the tube, on 
a level with the surface of the mud. It has 
the power of moving itself with extreme 
rapidity down its tube, and disappears like a 
flash when alarmed. The species at Mactan 
Island is very large. The tube measures one 
foot four inches in length, and is very thick 
and heavy, though made up almost entirely 
of thread cells. The animal itself is six inches 
in length.—Mosely’s Nat. on The Challenger. 

Sunlit Rooms.—N o article of furniture should 
be put in a room that will not stand sunlight, 
for every room in a dwelling should have the 
windows so arranged that sometime during 
the day a flood of sunlight will force itself 
into the apartment. The importance of ad- 
mitting the light of the sun freely to all parts 
of our dwellings cannot be too highly esti- 
mated. Indeed, perfect health is nearly as 
much dependent on pure sunlight, as it is on 
pure air. Sunlight should never be excluded 
except when so bright as to be uncomfortable 
to the eyes. And walks should be in bright 
sunlight, so that the eyes are protected by 
veil or parasol, when inconveniently intense. 
A sun bath is of more importance in preserv- 
ing a healthful condition of the body than is 
generally understood. A sun bath costs noth- 
ing, and that is a misfortune, for people are 
deluded with the idea that those things can 
only be good or useful which cost money. 
But remember that pure water, fresh air and 
sunlit homes, kept free from dampness, will 
secure you from many heavy bills of the 
doctors, and give you health and vigor, which 
no money can procure. It isa well-established 
fact that people who live much in the sun are 
usually stronger and more healthy than those 
whose occupation deprive them of sunlight. 
And certainly there is nothing strange in the 
result, since the same law applies with equal 
force to nearly every animate thing in nature. 
It is quite easy to arrange an isolated dwell- 
ing so that every room in it may be flooded 
with sunlight some time in the day, and it is 
possible that many town houses could be so 
built as to admit more light than they now 
receive.— Builder and Woodworker. 

Instinct at Fault——In the course of a walk 
[in New South Wales] we fell in with some 
regiments of hairy caterpillars, following one 
another in long lines, the head of each except 
the first, touching the tail of the one before 
it. A friend of mine told me, that once, on 
meeting some of these caterpillars traversing 
a rock, he directed the head of the first, with 
a stick, to the tail of the last, and they con- 
tinued following one another in a circle for 
several hours, without seeming to discover 


the trick that had been played upon them— 
James Backhouse. 

The Cultivation of the Sumac.—There gre 
thousands of people who wander through the 
woods in autumn picking the beautiful searlet 
and yellow leaves of the sumac bush to deeo. 
rate their rooms, without knowing there is 
any other use for the plant ; yet the importa. 
tion of the sumac into this country this year 
will amount to about 11,000 tons, cost; 
$1,100,000. The leaves of the sumae, dri 
and ground, are largely used in tanning and 
dying, and in Sicily and other parts of Italy. 
the plant is carefully-cultivated and treated, 
In view of the fact that the American sumae 
contains 6 to 8 per cent. more tannie acid 
than the Italian, and remembering that the 
plant grows wild in profusion throughout this 
country, it seems reasonable to believe thatit 
might be made a very profitable crop. At 
the present time the amount of native sumae 
brought into market does not exceed about 
8,000 tons annually, and its market price is 
only $50 per ton, just half the price of the 
Italian product. This large difference in the 
market value of the foreign and the domestic 
article, is due to the fact that the American 
sumac, as at present prepared, is not suitable 
for making the finer white leathers, so much 
used for gloves and fancy shoes, owing to its 
giving a disagreeable yellow or dirty color, 
The many attempts made to avoid this dif 


culty by care in collecting and grinding the. 


leaves, have not resulted in success, and it has 
long been supposed that this objectionable 
quality was inherent in the American plant; 
but Wm. MeMurtrie, in a report to the United 
States Commissioner of Agriculture, shows 
that this difficulty can be surmounted, and 
the American product made even superior to 
the foreign. McMurtrie made a numberof 
tests to learn the relative amounts of tannie 
acid found in the leaves at different periods 
of their development, and while the amount 
was found to be greatest in the leaves 
ered in [Seventh month] he found that those 
gathered in full development in [Sixth month] 
were even more than equal to the best foreign 
leaves in this respect. But further, he found 
that the deleterious coloring matter was not 
yet developed, and that therefore the Amer: 
can leaves gathered in that month were st 
perior to the Italian for all purposes. 

In Italy the sumac is planted in shootsin 
the spring in rows, and is cultivated in the 
same way and to about the same extent # 
corn. It gives a crop the second year after 
setting out, and regularly thereafter. The 
sumac gathered in this country is taken most 
ly from wild plants growing on waste land, 
but there is no reason why it should nothe 
utilized and cultivated on land not valuable 
for other crops.—Scientifie American. 


THE FRIEND. 
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TWELFTH MONTH 138, 1880. 





We have received a copy of the minutes 
and proceedings of Kansas Yearly Meeting, 
(main body,) held in the 10th month last. Dr 
Wm. Nicholson was re-appointed clerk. Oot 
tonwood Quarterly Meeting informed, “tht 
about 29 families within its limits had abar 
doned the attendance of their meetings, 
have set up meetings of their own, and it 
the need of advice on the subject. In e 
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jeration of this condition as reported, and of 
,similar condition in other Quarters, “ a com- 
gittee was appointed to take the matter into 
wlid consideration and report their judgment 
jafuture sitting.” This committee reported 
absequently, that “they are united in judg- 
nent that subordinate meetings should not 
stpresent institute disciplinary proceedings 

inst those who have withdrawn therefrom 
account of said withdrawal, and that in 

rting statistics for this meeting such per- 
ans should be included in a separate list, of 
ybich the meeting approved and directs ac- 
ordingly.” 

The statistical reports show that four new 
pectings were established within the year 
adeleven ministers acknowledged ; 197 mem- 
bers received by request, and 341 by certi- 
feate. There are 39 established meetings 
vithinthe Yearly Meeting, and 4118 members. 
The proposition to unite in the formation of 
«The American Friends’ Missionary Board,” 
was laid over until next year. A committee 
appointed last year to aid colored immigrants 
reported that relief had been afforded to some 
6000 of this class who came into the south- 
eastern part of the State. About 90 percent. 
ofthem are stated to be self-supporting at the 
date of the report. Many died from hunger 
and exposure during the 2nd and 3rd months 


last. 


From the minutes of Western Yearly Meet- 
ing (larger body), held 9th mo. last, we learn 
that Amos Doan was reappointed clerk. The 
following minute was adopted. 


“This meeting having under consideration 
wr Christian duty relative to expenses of 
ninisters and other Friends who attend this 
meeting with certificates from other Yearly 
Meetings, is united in accepting it as our 
duty, not only to assume all expenses incurr- 
ed for board while they are in attendance at 
ourmeetings, but to give them other necessary 
tid while amongst us ; but when their teach- 
ing and services, either by their ministry or 
by the distribution of objectionable books and 
tacts, is not consistent with the doctrines and 
teachings of our Society, we accept it also as 
ourduty to withhold from such our approval 
and pecuniary aid, and to decline to encourage 
them in their work.” 


From a minute on the state of Society, di- 
rected to be read in the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings, the following is quoted. 

“Neither let us be brought into the bondage 
of fear if, sometimes, our heavenly Father 
should come so near to his waiting children as 
‘fountain of living waters, that all may quench 
their thirst without the intervention of an 
earthen vessel. But, rather, let us wait upon 
the Lord, whether it be in vocal service or 
silent adoration. 

“As a people, we have a testimony against 
the abuse of singing. We should avoid sing- 
ing falsehoods, or hymns the sentiments of 
which do not express our standing or experi- 
hee in christian life. Neither should this 
txercise be engaged in for the pleasing harmo- 
hy of words and sounds.” 

“Jesus Christ alone enlightens and gives 
ee, and faith and power. We must ever 
istinguish the light of Christ from the con- 
sence which it illuminates and from the 
matural faculty of reason. As the eye is to 

@ body, so is conscience to our inner nature 
the organ by which we see ; and as both light 


and life are essential to sight in the natural 
eye, 80 conscience, as the inward eye, cannot 
see aright without the quickening power and 
illuminating influence of the Spirit of God. 


And hence the importance, dear friends, of 


receiving Christ in all his fulness and being 
taught by Him, that as individuals and as a 
church, we may be united in the doctrine and 
fellowship of the gospel.” 

“ As a people we have no testimonies to dis- 
card, no principles to drop. We need to stand 
united for their support and their promulga- 
tion. It is also important that we do not 
take any subject or question and run it to 
extremes to the neglect of others.” 

“ We believe that the time has fully come 
that we, as parents, should see to it that our 
children be indulged only in such things and 
in such company as will be for their good, 
avoiding those who so frequently and persist- 
ently indulge in evil communications and 
corrupt conversation. We regret to note an 
increasing tendency to idleness with the young 
men of our country, a disposition to obtain a 


ever thereafter be made to the ceremonial 
law.” 

“We accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
passover, sacrificed for us, of whom the pas- 
chal lamb and the supper were a type. His 
broken body on the cross, and his precious 
blood were the reality to which the typical 
supper pointed. He ate this typical supper, 
as He told his disciples, the last time.” 

“We honor water baptism and the paschal 
supper in their appointed places, as typical 
rites under the law ; and now look to the sub- 
stance typified for our spiritual baptism and 
supper. We believe that we discredit his 
atonement and second coming by his spirit 
unto salvation, by continuing their outward 
observance instead of accepting his holy pre- 
sence as our one bread, our one cup of blessing, 
the new wine of the kingdom of God, and 
that ‘the kingdom of God is within us.’ ” 


A proposition was adopted to take steps to 
establish a publishing house for “Indiana, 
Ohio, lowa and Kansas Yearly Meetings,” 


and to issue a periodical “representative of 


livelihood without really working for it, or at - ; aa aioe co 
our views on vital Christian doctrine. 


least engaging in productive labor, and our 
members have been urged to be very diligent 
both by example and precept, toimpressupon| We have been requested to reprint an article 
their children the importance and dignity of|on “ Fiction Reading,” which appeared in the 
labor, and that industry, honesty and econo-|columns of “The Friend” about twenty years 
my are cardinal virtues closely allied to vitaljago. The sentiments contained in it are 
Christianity, and they lead to self-reliant and| worthy of regard, and we hope the revival of 


independent manhood.” 


The statistical report gives the number of; 


members as 11,939, a loss of 194 since last 
year ; meetings 81, being two less than last 
rear. 

The following minute was adopted, viz. 


“The committee appointed last year on 


foreign mission work produced the following | 
report, which has been read and the action of 


the committee approved. Owing to several 
of the American Yearly Meetings not uniting 
in the organization of an American Mission- 
ary Board, the meeting did not feel prepared 
to unite in the proposed organization.” 


The Yearly Meeting of Ministry and Over- 
sight issued an address of a doctrinal charac- 
ter, which was adopted by the Yearly Meet- 
ing. <A large part of this address is devoted 
to a re-affirmation of the distinguishing views 
on baptism and Divine communion always 
held by the Society of Friends. The follow- 
ing paragraphs are copied from it. 


“We would caution our members against 


any interpretations of the New Testament of 
our Lord, that will favor the continuance of 


ritualistic ceremonies in his church. He came 
not to establish an outward reign, nor a cer- 
emonial worship; He came to fulfil and end 
the typical law. When He cried out upon 
the cross, ‘It is finished,’ as He gave up the 
ghost, the vail of the temple was rent in twain, 
and the hand-writing of ordinances that was 
against us was taken out of the way forever 
and nailed to his cross. His kingdom is not 
in meat and drink, but in righteousness, peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

“Tfit be said that water baptism was ad- 
ministered in the early church, and that the 
paschal supper was partaken of by his disci- 
ples after his resurrection and ascension, we 
answer, so the whole Mosaic law was in like 
manner permitted until the Jewish temple 
should be destroyed, and the place of bloody 
offerings overthrown, that an end might for- 





them may be a word in season to any of our 
readers whd may be tempted to indulge in 
the reading of fiction. 

We do not doubt the interesting incident 
related in the article will bring to the recol- 
lection of others, some of their own experi- 
ences. They may remember a season of their 
life, when they refused to yield their hearts 
to the government of Christ, and to bear the 


icrosses and restraints which He would have 


laid upon them for their own help and refine- 
ment. Though sensible at times of a secret 
feeling of uneasiness, they eagerly indulged 
in the fascinating excitement produced by 
the reading of novels; and were conscious of 
the unsatisfied state of mind which followed 
that mental excitement. 

As they yielded to the renewed visitations 
of the Good Shepherd, who seeks to bring 
back the wanderers from his fold, they be- 
came more willing to bear his yoke; and felt 
constrained no longer to waste their time and 
mental strength in the reading of exciting 
tales, whose effect was to produce a dislike of 
serious thought and earnest mental effort, 
without which there can be little intellectual 
growth or development. 

When, through unwatchfulness, or by ne- 
glecting the gentle caution felt in opening a 
book of this character, they suffered them- 
selves to become interested in the fictitious 
incidents related, and the mind so absorbed 
as to be swept away by the current of excite- 
ment, how bitter have been the feelings of 
remorse that were awakened when a season 
of mental calmness arrived! How clear has 
been the conviction, that the holy watch had 
not been maintained! And how often havethe 
scenes depicted by the novelist come up again 
and again as intruding thoughts, even when 
seeking to draw near in spirit, and worship 
our Father in Heaven ! 

As the remembrance of these things is re- 
vived, such can desire that others may avoid 
the errors into which they have fallen, and 
that by submitting unreservedly to the striv- 
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ings of the Spirit of Truth, they may be} bushels, including old yellow and mixed at 58 a 58} 
enabled to overcome all the difficulties of the]: new yellow, sail, track, at 56 cts. ; new, steamer, at 
voyage of life, and finally obtain an entrance 
into the haven of everlasting rest. 


a 534 cts. Oats are less active: sales of 7,000 
bushels, including white, at 45 a 47} cts. ; 10,000 bushels 
lst month at 46 cts., and rejected and mixed at 44a 
inet 44} cts. 

SUMMARY OF EVENTS. Hay and Straw Market.—For the week ending 12th 

Untzep Srates.—Secretary Thompson has requested | 0. 11th, 1880.—Loads of hay, 358 ; loads of straw, 84. 
the President to appoint his successor as Secretary of| Average price during the week—Prime timothy, 31.35 
the Navy, in time to permit his retirement from that| to $1.45 per 100 pounds : mixed, $1.20 to $1.30; straw, 
office on Second-day next. The President accepted the| $1.15 a $1.25 per 100 Ibs. : ‘ 
resignation, and has designated Secretary Ramsey to| Wool.—The firm aspect of the market still continues, 
perform the duties of Secretary of the Navy, as well as| 2nd the late advance is well maintained. The opinion 
those of Secretary of War, from the 20th inst. is gaining ground that higher prices will prevail in the 

Secretary Schurz recently sent Inspector Haworth to| near future. Among the sales were Ohio x and xx, 48 
the Ponca Agency to ascertain whether the recent peti-| 2 52 oe; Colorado average, 22 cts. ; fine de laine, Ohio, 
tion of the Poncas asking permission for their head men| 50 a 52 cts., and unwashed combing, 33 a 60 cts. 5 
to come to Washington to relinquish all claim to their Oils.—Bleached sperm, $1.15 a 31.20; whale, do. 60 
Dakota lands and arrange for their permanent settle-| 4 65 cts. ; lard, 47 a 74 cts.; cod, 50 a 53 cts.; linseed, 
ment in the Indian Territory had been obtained by | 56 a 58 cts. ; neats-foot, 48 a 75 cts. per gallon. 4. 
illegitimate influences. The Secretary received a de-| Seeds.—Cloverseed, 7 a 7} cts.; timothy, $2.35 a 
spatch from Haworth, dated Ponca Agency, the 11th $2.40; flaxseed is nominal at $1.30 for pure. 
inst., stating that the Poncas, in council that day, re-| _ Beef cattle were in good demand, ee were a 
affirmed their petition of 10th mo. 25th, and are anxious| fraction higher: 3450 head arrived and sold at the 
to settle matters and remain on their new reservation. | different yards at 3 a 6} cts. per pound, as to quality. 

Payne’s colonizers, who raided in the Indian Terri-| Sheep.—The demand was limited, but prices were 
tory and were expelled by the troops, remain camped | rather higher: 7000 head arrived and sold at the dif- 
at Hunnewell, north of the territorial line. Payne has| ferent yards at 4 a 5§ cts. per pound, as to quality. 


been deposed from command. 
the raiders have been reinforced, and a cavalry com- 


pany is scouting in the Oklahoma district, to keep out 


small parties from Texas or Arkansas. 


Captain Dougherty, the Indian Agent at Crow Creek, 


Dakota, has arrived at Sioux City with a party of Sioux 
Chiefs, on the way to Washington. 


waukee and St. Paul Railroad the right of way through 


The troops confronting 


He reports the 
river Sioux much dissatisfied with the agreement of 
the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail bands to give the Mil- 


Hogs were in fair demand, and prices were jc. per 
pound higher: 7500 head arrived and sold at the dif- 
ferent yards at 6} a 7} cts. per Ib., as to quality. 

Foreicy.—Differences of opinion continue to exist 
in the English Cabinet relative to the course to be 
pursued to meet the Irish difficulties. A despatch from 
Dublin to the Times says : 

“ It is hardly correct to say that anarchy prevails in 
Ireland, for there is a very distinct and potent govern- 
ment which is rapidly superseding the Imperial Gov- 


the great Sioux reservation. 

The Washington Star says that Congress will be ¢ I , c 
asked, within a few days, to incorporate an Inter-| stant obedience. Its code is clear, its Executive reso 
oceanic Canal Company for the canal ™ the Nicaragua) lute, its machinery complete and its action uniform. 
route. It also says that the incorporators embrace| There is a government de facto and a government de 
many of the most wealthy and prominent citizens in the jure—the former wielding a power which is felt and 
United States, that all the money necessary has been | feared, and the latter exhibiting only pomp, but little 
secured, and that the De Lesseps scheme will not inter-| reality of power. The former is a terror to well-doers, 
fere with the American enterprise. and the latter no terror to evil doers. The law of the 

The subscriptions to the De Lesseps Canal stock, in| Land League is becoming the law of the land; and, 
San Francisco, thus far amount to $1,000,000, five per| while the law of the State is costly and to a large ex- 
cent. being paid. The subscriptions in New York, it is| tent suspended, the new law is effectively administered, 
said, have reached $8,000,000. cheaply and conveniently. League courts are spring- 

The experiment of illuminating the Hoosac Tunnel} ing Up in various places, and the people are instructed 
by electricity is about to be tried, with a view of having] to have their disputes decided by such courts and to go 
the illumination made permanent if successful. no more to the Sessions. The local magistrates in the 

The report of the Supervising Inspector General of| West of Ireland have lately been surprised to find that 
Steamboats, for the year ending Sixth mo. 30, 1880,| no cases are brought before them except by the police. 
says there were but 26 accidents involving loss of life,|The people have been for some time advised to take 
against 32 during the preceding year, but the total| this course, but they are now beginning to act thereon. 
number of lives lost was greater by 8. As a rule the penalties which such courts have the 

The total population of the Territory of Utah is| power of inflicting are regarded with more dread than 
143,907, of whom 74,471 are males and 69,436 females ;| those imposed under the statutes. Another function of 
99,974 native, and 43,933 of foreign birth. the new government, the levying of taxes, is most 

General Walker, Superintendent of the Census, will] effectively fulfilled. No rate assigned by the law is half 
have the census returns ready for transmission to Con-| 88 promptly paid as the tax which the new League im- 
gress by the 2lst inst. Representative Cox, of New| poses. Licenses to sell at fairs and in markets are re- 
York, has a bill providing for a reapportionment of| quired by the new Government, and their production 
Congressmen, on the basis of the new census, which he| is enforced by summary process. The only element 
will press for passage as soon as General Walker’s re-| wanting to constitute the new Government a body of a 
turns are received. country is a standing army, but the materials for one 

The mortality in this city last week was 314; of which|are at hand and are being fitted for use when called 
number 162 were males, and 152 females: 50 of the|upon. The knowledge of this fact creates deeper alarm, 
number died of consumption, 13 of inflammation of the| because, with an armed and disaffected population 
lungs, 15 of typhoid fever, and 26 of small pox. around them, the loyal subjects of the Queen in many 

Markets, &c.—U. S. sixes, registered, 101}; coupon,| places believe that the danger which lurks heneath it 
1043; 5’s, 101§; 44’s, 111{; 4’s, registered, 112};|1s more formidable than visible terror. This fear is 
coupon, 113}; currency 6’s, 130. rather confirmed than allayed by the military prepara- 

Cotton continues quiet. Sales of middlings are re-| tions of the Government, and the arrival of the First 
ported at 12 a 124 cts. per pound for uplands and New battalion of the Coldstream Guards and the order for 
Orleans. two more regiments of troops indicate on the part of 

Petroleam.—Standard white 9§ cts. for export, and| the authorities a consciousness of impending danger.” 
12 a 13 cts. per gallon for home use. Gladstone has issued a circular to the members of 

Flour is dull, and to effect sales to any extent, lower] the House of Commons desiring them to attend Parlia- 
prices would have to be accepted. Sales of 1700 barrels, | ment for business of the first importance. _ 
including Minnesota extras, at $5.25 a $5.75 for medium] A great explosion occurred on the morning of the 
to choice, clear, and at $6.25 a $6.50 for straight ;| 10th inst., at 40 minutes past 1 o'clock, atthe Penygraig 
Pennsylvania family at $5.20 a $5.50; western do. do., New Colliery, in the Rhondda Valley, Wales. The 
at $5.50 a $6.40, and patents at $7 a $8.25. Rye-flour shock was so violent that it was felt for miles around, 
is dull at $5.25 per barrel. No sale of corn meal. and the damage is so great that explorers were not able 

Grain.— Wheat is in better demand, and futures 2 a 3] to descend into the mine for some hours. One hundred 
cts. higher. Sales of 120,000 bushels, including re-| lives were lost. . 
jected, at $1.05 a $1.12; Pennsylvania and Southern| Clare Sewell Read, who went to America recently to 
red, on track, at $1.19, and No. 2 red, elevator, at $1.194.| inquire into American agriculture, in addressing the 
Rye is dull at 98 cts. per bushel for Pennsylvania. Farmers’ Club, in London, said he would not fear 
Corn.—The market is higher, with sales of 10,000’ American competition in wheat twenty-five years hence, 


ernment, and is obtaining the ascendency. It rules 
with an iron hand and promptitude which enforces in- 





as exhaustion of the land would ensue in that 

the cost of production would increase ; but in 

beef there were serious prospects of competition 

the vast herds of cattle in the far West. e deemed it 
likely that the American nation would become the 
greatest in the world. 

A despatch from Berlin to Reuter’s Telegram Qom. 
pany says: It is stated in diplomatic cireles that 
latest reports received by the Government from Athens 
are unfavorable, the representations of Von 
the German Ambassador, having failed to produce any 
effect on the Greek Ministry. 

A Vienna despatch to the Times repeats the 
that the Greeks are disposed to enter into direct nego. 
tiations with the Turks for the settlement of the bound. 
ary question. 

A telegram received in Paris saysthat Dervish 
Governor of Albania, istaking steps to disarm the Alba. 
nians, and has forced the notables to sign a declaratiog 
of fidelity to the Sultan. 

The loss to the revenue by the abolition of the taxon 
salt in Russia, will be covered by an increase in the 
duty on foreign manufactured goods, and the impos. 
tion of a tax on patents. An income tax is also eon. 
tem plated. 

A new Antarctic exploring expedition is about to be 
undertaken under the command of Sir Allen Young, 
who will leave England for Cape Town in a yacht this 
winter, to make preparations, 

Much dissatisfaction is reported in Newfoundland at 
the expression by the British Government of a will 
ness to pay the American claim for alleged losses by the 
Fortune Bay outrage. The Newfoundland Legislature 
is strongly opposed to the payment. 


CORRECTION.—In the date of Hannah Bonsalfy 
death, in our last number, it should read “10th.mg 
14th” instead of 10th mo. 4th. 


RECEIPTS. 

Received from Joseph Armfield, Ag’t, England, for§ 
copies, vol. 54, and one copy each vols. 51 and 6% 
£3. 10s., and for Samuel Alexander, Joshua 
John E. Baker, Henry Bell, John Bellows, Maria Bao 
burn, James Boorne, John Bottomley, Samuel Bottom 
ley, Robert Clark, James Cloak, Jane P. Crisp, Henry 
Darby, Charles Elcock, Sarah Gibbins, Abraham Green, 
James Gill, William Graham, Susanna Grubb, May 
Halden, J. Barcroft Haughton, James Hobson, John 
Horniman, Henry Horsnaill, William Knowles, Ben 
jamin Le Tall, William James Le Tall, Ma 
Friends’ Institute, Jane Moorhouse, William R. Nash, 
James Pattison, George Perry, George Pitt, Rachel 
Rickman, Esther Shaw, George Smithson, Ek 
Southall, Ann Swithenbank, John Sykes, 
Walker, Robert Walker, Ellen Watkins, William Allen 
Watkins, William Wilson, Francis Ellington W: 
and William Wright, 10s. each, vol. 54; for 
Pickard, £1, vol. 54, 2 copies; for John Cheal and 
Joseph Lamb, £1 each, vols. 52 and 54; for John Ash 
worth, Samuel Gibbs, Forster Green, William Green, 
and John F. Harris, £1 each, vols. 53 and 54, and for 
John E. Southall, 17s. 6d., to No. 52, vol. 54. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) ae 
Physician and Superintendent—J oun C. Hatt, 
Applications for the Admission of Patients maybe 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Boarddl 
Managers. 


Marriep, at Friends’ Meeting-house, Frankford, 
Pa., 12th month 2nd, 1880, Bensamin H. Deacon t 
SaraH A. CoLLins, daughter of Robert R. Levick. 

Diep, at her residence in Camden, N. J., on the 7h 
of 10th mo. 1880, Hannan B. Warp, relict of Maso 
Ward, in the 89th year of her age, an esteemed 
and elder of Haddonfield Monthly Meeting. ve 
truly be said of her, that she possessed the orna 
a meek and quiet spirit. Having given evidence thi 
with her lamp trimmed and burning, she was 
for the coming of her Lord; we believe she has beet 
permitted to enter with the Bridegroom of souls to 
marriage supper of the Lamb. 

——, at her residence, near Oxford, Chester Co., Pay 
on the evening of the 23d of 11th mo. 1880, MABY 
wife of John M. Sager, and daughter of Rachel 
the late Wm. P. Woodward, in the 26th year 
age, a member of West Chester Particular and Bi 
ham Monthly Meeting. 





< Se 
WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 


No. 422 Walnut Street. 
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